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What is social justice? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtBvQj2k6xo 



Liverpool Cityscape © Ben Johnson 2008 





Museum of Liverpool  

 

Winner 2013 Council of Europe Museum prize 

 

    ñThe museum traces the social, economic and political history of a city 
which is one of the most socially diverse in Britain. According to the 
Committee, the museum has an outstanding capacity to get people of all 
ages, backgrounds and abilities involved and promotes in such a strong, 
convincing form the Council of Europe core values. 

 

     The Museum of Liverpool provides an exemplary recognition of human 
rights in museum practice, the Committee underlines. The interaction with 
local community is excellent with numerous activities involving children, 
youth, families and elderly. It promotes mutual respect between ethnically 
and socially diverse parts of the society, addresses human rights through 
contemporary debates and dialogue and maintains an open and inclusive 
policy aimed at bridging cultures in every aspect of its work.ò 

 



Twitter 

 

     I still adore @MuseumLiverpool, even though it makes me 
ridiculously emotional. A city museum done perfectly 
@donnamk79 

 

    The wonderful @MuseumLiverpool. First museum to ever 
make me cry. Twice - @Yaz_S 

  

  

  



German journalist, February 2013: 

  

"We simply don't have museums like this in Germany. The 
people here, they go into your museums as if they are 
going into a pub. There's noise, there's life. People laugh or 
they  cry. It's a place they feel free. I was amazed."  

  

  

  

  



Museum of Liverpool 

Å People and story-led 

ÅUses emotion 

Å Authentic Liverpool voice 

Å Takes families seriously - places for 
intergenerational activity 

Å Variety 

ÅChangeability 

ÅItõs a socially responsible 
museum, and it fights for social 
justice 



Museums have lots of roles: 

 

1. Research and collecting 

2. Economic role 

3. Social role 
Å Audience focused 

Å Educational 

Å Community orientated 

Å Democratic 

Å Open to debate 

Å Diverse 

Å Socially responsible 

 



   Liverpool context  

ÅUnmatched cultural offer ÅMost deprived city in England 



National Museums Liverpool 



 April Ashley ð Portrait of a lady, Museum of Liverpool 

"45 years and four months after I 

became the woman I wanted to 

be, I had a piece of paper to 

prove I really am April Ashley.  

I feel free at last.ó  



 David Hockney: Early Reflections, Walker Art Gallery 

Family Art Club 





ALIVE: In the Face of Death, Walker Art Gallery 


